COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
WILLIAM PATERSON UNIVERSITY

Spring 2025 Professional Development Workshops

William Paterson University is excited to provide professional development workshops to engage
educators in areas of interest and grade level. Please join us to reinvigorate, reinforce, and restore your
passion for and practices of the teaching profession.

The workshops offered support you to Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice;
Harnessing Technology — Teaching and Learning Using Technology; and Personalizing Learning -
Meeting the Needs of Every Learner. You will find in this document workshops are first listed by date,
modality, and then by theme.

Advanced registration is required. You may register using this REGISTRATION LINK. Please enter the
requested information and then click on the workshop(s) you plan to attend. Workshops are conducted in
person on the campus of WP or virtual workshops offered via Zoom.

Dates In Person Paired Workshops Time
Thursday, February 20, 2025 Creating a Diverse and Colorful Classroom 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Thursday, February 20, 2025 Ten in the Bed: Math Meets Music in Early Childhood 4:00pm - 6:00pm
Thursday, March 6, 2025 Using DIBELS to Increase Reading Fluency 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Thursday, March 6, 2025 Don't Fear the Manipulative! 4:00pm - 6:00pm
Wednesday, March 12, 2025 Introduction of Learning Stations/Centers 10:00am - 12:00pm
Wednesday, March 12, 2025 Co-teaching: Moving towards partnership teaching for 1:00pm - 3:00pm
student success
Wednesday, April 16, 2025 Successful Small Groups 10:00am - 12:00pm
Wednesday, April 16, 2025 Building a Strong Foundation When Starting the

New School Year 1:00pm - 3:00pm



https://wpunj.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aahF392l2r7b8eW

Wednesday, February 12, 2025

Classroom Management - Empowering the Classroom

Description: Classroom management is fundamental in becoming a successful teacher.
However, you can be more than a manager, you can be an empowering leader. Learn about first
day routines, expectations and techniques to motivate yourself and your students!

Audience: K-5 Teachers, School Administration, Academic Support Staff
Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice
Presenter(s): Michael Ciolino, Teacher, Clifton Public Schools

Time: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Modality: Virtual via Zoom

Thursday, February 20, 2025

Creating a Diverse and Colorful Classroom

Description: This workshop will discuss classroom design to include all diverse learners in a color
print-rich room. It will also cover creating an interdisciplinary instruction using direct instruction
and centers. This workshop will also share strategies on how to utilize their paraprofessional,
teacher assistants.

Audience: K-5 Teachers

Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice
Presenter(s): Nina Petruzzella, Teacher, Weehawken School District
Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm

Modality: In Person @ WP

Thursday, February 20, 2025
Ten in the Bed: Math Meets Music in Early Childhood

Description: The purpose of this workshop is to show how a combination of classic and original
children’s songs can be used to enable young children to begin developing their mathematical
knowledge and skills. Music instantly engages children’s senses; pairing the sensory mode of
learning with a mathematical element activates connections in the brain. Teachers can extend
children’s learning even further by getting their hands busy with manipulatives or bridging math-
music experiences to complimentary examples of children’s literature. Activities in art and
dramatic play also offer opportunities for cross-curricular learning to occur, affirming the active
process of math education. Join us for a fun, participatory session where you will learn by doing
and become a "musical math teacher".

Audience: PreK Teachers

Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice
Presenter(s): Robert Messano, WP Clinical Supervisor
Time: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Modality: In Person @ WP



Tuesday, February 25, 2025

Social Emotional Learning: Why Does It Matter?

Description: Each day, our students need to be "present” in class in order to learn and thrive. But
how often do we have an entire classroom filled with students who are calm, eager, and ready to
work? With researched-based mindful strategies and quick, easy-to-implement social and
emotional learning activities, educators can help students navigate their social and emotional
challenges to make sure that they remain present each day.

Audience: PreK Teachers, K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers, 9-12 Teachers, School Administration,
Academic Support Staff

Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice

Presenter(s): Rebecca Cecala, Principal, Paterson Public Schools

Time: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Modality: In Person @WP

Thursday, February 27, 2025

Successful Strategies for Modifying Games in Physical Education

Description: Students learn several games and physical activities during physical education
class. Many of these games can become repetitive and as a result, stagnant over time. What if
there was a way to take virtually any activity and modify it so that it feels brand new and exciting.
This workshop will equip each attendee with several examples of well known activities and
providing changes to create new and often times, improved versions of the existing game. The goal
is to keep students actively engaged while experiencing variations of games they already know.

Audience: PreK Teachers, K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers, 9-12 Teachers

Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice

Presenter(s): Jason Hernandez, Physical Education Teacher, North Bergen School District
Time: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Modality: Virtual via Zoom

Tuesday, March 4, 2025

Strategies for Vocabulary Acquisition in the Classroom

Description: This workshop will focus on the steps learners take in order to acquire new
vocabulary, strategies that can be utilized in all classrooms, and how students can be given
accountability over their learning of new words.

Audience: K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers, Academic Support Staff

Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice

Presenter(s): Jonathan Raditch, Teacher and Reading Specialist, Paterson Public Schools
Time: 4:15pm - 6:15pm

Modality: Virtual via Zoom



Thursday, March 6, 2025
Using DIBELS to Increase Reading Fluency

Description: Now that you've given the DIBELS assessment, what can you do with the data you've
collected? Let's use some of the FREE materials offered through DIBELS to build oral reading
fluency effectively and efficiently. We will also take a look at common high frequency words and
the importance of preloading your students' reading skills with them, so they can quickly tackle
them in a timed reading assessment. Remember, reading accurately and fluently helps build
comprehension in the long run.

Audience: K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers

Theme: Personalizing Learning - Meeting the Needs of Every Learner
Presenter(s): Jacqueline Bounouk, Teacher, Paterson Public Schools
Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm

Modality: In Person @ WP

Thursday, March 6, 2025

Don't Fear the Manipulative!

Description: Don't let the thought of using manipulatives during your math lessons give you the,
"Sunday Scaries!" This workshop will give you strategies on how to turn math manipulatives from
toys into tools. Engage your students with new mathematical concepts by turning abstract
concepts into concrete problems.

Audience: K-5 Teachers

Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice

Presenter(s): Jessica Bradbury, Teacher, Paterson Public Schools

Time: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Modality: In Person @ WP

Wednesday, March 12, 2025

Introduction of Learning Stations/Centers

Description: Learning Stations (also known as Centers or Station Rotation) are an engaging way
to teach your students, and they're not just for primary grades! Stations allow your students to
build independence on their way to learning new skills and concepts, while also allowing you to
differentiate and spend time with students in small groups. In this workshop, you will learn how to
structure your class for stations. We will talk through how to establish the routines and
procedures that will make stations successful for you and your students.

Audience: K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers, School Administration, Academic Support Staff
Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice

Presenter(s): Jean Schoenlank, WP Professor in Residence and Clinical Supervisor
Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm

Modality: In Person @ WP



Wednesday, March 12, 2025

Co-teaching: Moving towards partnership teaching for student success

Description: Join us for an engaging workshop designed for educators looking to enhance their
co-teaching practices! This session will explore the seven models of co-teaching, providing you
with the tools to foster collaboration and boost student success in diverse classroom settings.
Targeted primarily at multilingual (ML) teachers who push into classrooms, this workshop is also
beneficial for any educators involved in co-teaching partnerships.

Audience: K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers, 9-12 Teachers, School Administration
Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice

Presenter(s): Kim Melman, WP Professor in Residence and Clinical Supervisor
Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm

Modality: In Person @ WP

Wednesday, March 19, 2025

Exploring the Influence of Al on Teachers, Students, and the Educational
Landscape

Description: Join us for an immersive workshop delving into the cutting-edge realm of Al in
education. Discover firsthand how Al tools are revolutionizing teaching and learning experiences,
from personalized instruction to innovative pedagogical approaches. Engage with real-world case
studies, explore ethical considerations, and envision the future of education in this dynamic and
thought-provoking session.

Audience: PreK Teachers, K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers, 9-12 Teachers, School Administration,
Academic Support Staff

Theme: Harnessing Technology — Teaching and Learning Using Technology

Presenter(s): Brooke VanderLaan, Speech Language Pathologist, Mountain Lakes School District
Time: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Modality: Virtual via Zoom

Thursday, March 20, 2025

Learning Stations/Centers: Next Steps

Description: If you have already established learning stations/centers as an instructional tool in
your classroom, this workshop will help you make the most of them! We’ll talk about fine-tuning
your routines and procedures, strategies for planning and finding stations ideas, and effectively
incorporating differentiation. We'll also focus on the essential role of teacher-led stations.

Audience: K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers, School Administration, Academic Support Staff
Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice

Presenter(s): Jean Schoenlank, WP Professor in Residence and Clinical Supervisor
Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm

Modality: In Person @ WP



Thursday, March 20, 2025
We Learn Differently You and Me!

Description: Participants will examine readiness levels of students in their class and offer
opportunities for continued growth in the area of differentiation. Participants will review
components of content, process and product within their content area and review the variety of
methods that show understanding of a skill for a variety of learners. Teachers will create lessons
that utilize differentiation in their classrooms during session two.

Audience: K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers, 9-12 Teachers

Theme: Personalizing Learning - Meeting the Needs of Every Learner
Presenter(s): Cathy Nalesnik, LDTC, WP Clinical Supervisor

Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm

Modality: In Person @ WP

Tuesday, March 25, 2025
Al Tools that Support Teaching and Learning

Description: Discover how Al tools can transform teaching and learning in this engaging
workshop. Explore practical applications of Al-powered resources to enhance lesson planning,
personalize student learning experiences, and streamline administrative tasks. Explore education
focused Al tools designed to foster creativity, collaboration, and efficiency in the modern
classroom.

Audience: PreK Teachers, K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers, 9-12 Teachers, School Administration,
Academic Support Staff

Theme: Harnessing Technology — Teaching and Learning Using Technology

Presenter(s): Margaret Renn, Director, Office of Field Experiences and Partnerships, WP
Time: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Modality: Virtual via Zoom

Thursday, March 27, 2025

Engaging Every Learner: Mastering Student Engagement through
Rotations - Grade 3-8

Description: This workshop focuses on empowering educators to create an engaging and student
centered classroom environment by mastering the use of rotations and active learning
techniques. Participants will explore ways to foster collaboration, critical thinking, and
individualized instruction while maintaining structure and maximizing classroom time.

Audience: K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers

Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice
Presenter(s): Theresa Palumbo, Literacy Coach, Newark Public Schools
Time: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Modality: Virtual via Zoom



Tuesday, April 8, 2025

Classroom Organization in Grades 2-5

Description: This workshop is designed to equip teachers with practical strategies to use in an
effective busy classroom. Teachers will learn how to promote student autonomy and
collaboration. Many of these strategies are low-prep strategies that take minutes to implement.

Audience: K-5 Teachers

Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice
Presenter(s): Jessica Reyes, Teacher, Clifton Public Schools
Time: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Modality: Virtual via Zoom

Wednesday, April 16, 2025

Successful Small Groups

Description: Join us for an engaging professional development session focused on effective
and engaging small group instruction lessons. This interactive workshop will provide educators
with practical strategies for effectively facilitating small group learning experiences tailored to
personalizing student learning. Participants will explore different methods for effectively
facilitating teacher-led small group, as well as independent groups.

Audience: K-5 Teachers

Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice

Presenter(s): Karen Miola, K-12 Literacy Supervisor, Paterson Charter School for Science and
Technology

Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm

Modality: In Person @ WP

Wednesday, April 16, 2025
Building a Strong Foundation When Starting the New School Year

Description: Whether you are a new teacher or a veteran, starting a new year can be a
wonderful time to start anew with building relationships and a community with your students.

In this workshop we will share ideas on how to set up an effective classroom, greeting students,
first days of school, and a classroom checklist. In the end we will share and discuss our ideas of
what works in your own classrooms. We will be discussing middle and elementary grades in this
workshop.

Audience: K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers

Theme: Engaging Students — Improving Professional Practice
Presenter(s): Karen O'Ferrell, WP Professor in Residence
Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm

Modality: In Person @ WP



Wednesday, April 30, 2025

Exploring Excellence: Online Resources for Holocaust Education (K-12)

Description: New Jersey's K-12 mandate to include themes and topics of Holocaust and
genocide education in public schoolinstruction presents significant opportunities and
challenges for teachers. This workshop will give teachers an overview of some of the best free
online resources in Holocaust education and how to use them to effectively support their
curriculum. Teachers will explore free, excellent online resources provided by organizations like
Facing History and Ourselves, Echoes and Reflections, and the US Holocaust Memorial
Museum.

Audience: K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers, 9-12 Teachers, School Administration
Theme: Harnessing Technology — Teaching and Learning Using Technology
Presenter(s): Alison Dobrick, WP Faculty

Time: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Modality: Virtual via Zoom

Thursday, May 8, 2025

Information Literacy (IL) and the S588 Legislation: Conversations for
Clarification

Description: The S588 legislation signed by Governor Phil Murphy in 2023 requires all New
Jersey k-12 districts to integrate Information Literacy (IL) standards into instruction. All
educational professionals can benefit by joining the conversation to discuss how
administration, instructional support staff - which includes library media specialists, and
classroom educators can best prepare for these curricular and instructional changes.
Participants will leave with an understanding of the NJ S588 legislation and the development of
the standards; how it will impact curriculum and instruction; and how collaboration among
library media specialists, curriculum writers, and instructional staff can prepare educational
professionals forimplementation across grade levels.

Audience: PreK Teachers, K-5 Teachers, 6-8 Teachers, 9-12 Teachers, School Administration,
Academic Support Staff

Theme: Harnessing Technology — Teaching and Learning Using Technology

Presenter(s): Ellen Pozzi, WP Faculty and Carol Bruzzano, WP Professor in Residence and
Clinical Supervisor

Time: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Modality: Virtual via Zoom
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